Policies
Academic Integrity
Penn State defines academic integrity as the pursuit of scholarly activity
in an open, honest and responsible manner. All students should act with
personal integrity, respect other students’ dignity, rights and property,
and help create and maintain an environment in which all can succeed
through the fruits of their eﬀorts (Faculty Senate Policy 49-20).
Dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in this course. Dishonesty
includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarizing, fabricating
information or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by
others, having unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting
work of another person or work previously used without informing the
instructor, or tampering with the academic work of other students.
Students who are found to be dishonest will receive academic sanctions
and will be reported to the University’s Judicial Aﬀairs oﬃce for possible
further disciplinary sanction.
Disability Access Statement
Penn State welcomes students with disabilities into the University's
educational programs. If you have a disability-related need for
reasonable academic adjustments in this course, contact the Oﬃce for
Disability Services (ODS) at 814-863-1807 (V/TTY). For further
information regarding ODS, please visit the Oﬃce for Disability Services
Web site at http://equity.psu.edu/ods/.
In order to receive consideration for course accommodations, you must
contact ODS and provide documentation (see the documentation
guidelines at http://equity.psu.edu/ods/guidelines/documentationguidelines). If the documentation supports the need for academic
adjustments, ODS will provide a letter identifying appropriate academic
adjustments. Please share this letter and discuss the adjustments with
your instructor as early in the course as possible. You must contact ODS
and request academic adjustment letters at the beginning of each
semester.

Schedule
Week

Topics and Texts

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Introduction to Modern Philosophy
Descartes’ Meditations (I-II)
Descartes’ Meditations (II-IV)
Descartes’ Meditations (V-VI)
Review Meditations (Exam I)
Early Modern Epistemology
Early Modern Metaphysics

8
9
10
11
12

Early Modern Political Philosophy
Spring Break
Review and Transition (Exam II)
Hume’s Enquiry
Hume’s Enquiry
Hume’s Enquiry (Exam III)

13
14
15
Finals

Kant’s Critique
Kant’s Critique
Kant’s Critique
Exam IV

PHIL 202:
Modern Philosophy
Theism, Naturalism, and the Emerging
Sciences
Spring 2016
Penn State University
T Th 4:15-5:30
217 Thomas Bldg.

Contact

You can also go to this site to see the statement: http://
accessibility.psu.edu/syllabus
Aﬃrmative Action & Sexual Harassment Policy
The Pennsylvania State University is committed to a policy that all
persons shall have equal access to programs, facilities, admission, and
employment without regard to personal characteristics not related to
ability, performance, or qualifications as determined by University policy
or by Commonwealth or Federal authorities. Penn State does not
discriminate against any person because of age, ancestry, color,
disability or handicap, national origin, race, religious creed, gender,
sexual orientation, or veteran status. Direct all inquiries to the Aﬃrmative
Action Oﬃce, 211 Willard Building, University Park.
Teach Act Statement
The materials on the course Web site are only for the use of students
enrolled in this course for purposes associated with this course and may
not be retained or further disseminated.

Mark D Fisher
243 Sparks Bldg.
T Th 2-3
&
by appointment:
markfisher@psu.edu

Picture from Robert Fludd Utriusque cosmi maioris scilicet et minoris […] historia
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geist#/media/
File:RobertFuddBewusstsein17Jh.png)

Course Overview

Assessments

The focus of this course includes central themes in
European thought during the Seventeenth and
Eighteenth Centuries (1600-1800), when currents
stemming from the Renaissance, the Protestant
Reformation, and the Scientific Revolution combine,
gain force, and threaten to erode traditional
cornerstones of Western Culture. Basic
assumptions concerning God, the natural world,
and human beings are brought into question,
examined, and either modified and defended or
rejected and replaced with alternative commitments.

Reading Questions, Quizzes, Activities (20%)
Each major reading assignment will include a set
of general questions that you should be able to
answer after a careful reading of the text. Prepare
for each class meeting by (i) reviewing these
questions, (ii) formulating the general answers
you can provide on the basis of your reading,
and (iii) noting any questions that arise for you as
you read. On any given day we might begin class
with a quiz aimed at evaluating how well you
have prepared.

The bulk of our time will be spent on the texts and
contexts of three central figures: Descartes, Hume,
and Kant. Each takes up the intellectual currents of
the time in unique ways that continue to impact the
theory and practice of contemporary philosophy, the
humanities, and both the social and natural sciences.

Learning Objectives
Upon completion of this course, students should be
able to:
• Discuss the cultural context of Seventeenth and
Eighteenth Century European thought and the
philosophical movements that emerge during the
time
• Read philosophical texts and answer questions
about their argumentative structure and the
positions they develop and defend

Exams (80%)

Course Text
Modern Philosophy: An Anthology of Primary
Sources (2nd Edition)
Ariew and Watkins eds.
Hackett 2009
ISBN: 9780872209787

Course Site
http://markdfisher.com/modern/

• Write clear and concise essays explaining
motivations, reconstructing arguments, and
comparing and evaluating philosophical positions

There will be four exams for the course, each
covering between three and four weeks of
material. They will involve short answer questions
and essays. Exams will be graded according to
how clearly, concisely, and fully you address all
parts of the question or essay prompt. Details
concerning topics and expectations will be
shared in the weeks prior to each exam. (Contact
me as soon as possible, if you are not able to
make it on the day of an exam.)
Grading Scale
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

93-100% - A
90-92% - A88-89% - B+
83-88% - B
80-82% - B78-79% - C+
70-77% - C
60-69 – D
0-59 - F

